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Pile high the hickory and the light
Log of chestnut struck by the blight.
Welcome-in the winter night.

The day has gone in hewing
And felling.
Sawing and drawing the wood 
To the dwelling
For the night of talk and story-telling.
These are the hours that give the edge
To the blunted axe and the bent wedge,
Straighten the saw and lighten 
The sledge.

Here are  question and reply,
And the fire reflected 
In the thinking eye.

So peace, and let the bob-cat cry.

“Winter  Night”     by Edna St .  Vincent  Mi l lay
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AUSTERLITZ HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to preserve, 

protect and interpret the history 
of Austerlitz.  Our efforts will 

be devoted to safeguarding our 
heritage, fostering civic pride, and 

promoting the Town’s historic 
resources.

Welcome to 2018. The biting cold and seemingly endless rounds of snow remind us 
that we live in the Northeast. The thought has crossed my mind that perhaps I’d be 

better suited to a more temperate climate but then I’d miss all that this place has to offer. 
I know that soon enough the spring buds will peek out and the snow birds will return. 
In the meantime it gives us an opportunity to put some great events on our calendar. 
Tom Moreland and Jere Wrightsman are hard at work planning for the Bicentennial 
Celebration. Please be sure to save the weekend of June 8. 

We are also working on some informative presenters for our Membership Meetings 
that are relative to our history. Stay tuned for more details. We are always interested 

in hearing from our members on what types of programs you would like us to offer. 
Please give us a call or email if you have ideas or suggestions. 

To be kept informed by e-mail 
of everything that’s going on at 
the Society, please be sure we 
have your current e-mail address.  
Notify Anne Cipkowski at admin@
oldausterlitz.org or call her at (518) 
392-0062.  Activities come up 
between newsletter issues and we 
want to be sure you know about 
them. Watch your email and visit 
our website www.oldausterlitz.org 
for more information about AHS 
events.

Weather cancellations
Call 518-392-0062

For updates
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UPCOMING EVENTS
«QUARTERLY PRESENTATIONS«

February 18th- Austerlitz in 2018 & Plans for the 2018 Bicentennial Celebration

All AHS Membership meetings are free and open to the public.  Programs are subject to change.  Refreshments served.

By Tom Moreland-Town Historiain

The Era of Good Feelings
“It was the best of times. It was the best of times.” 

The Town of Austerlitz was created by the New York Legislature on March 28, 1818. While doubtless the most
significant event of that year, the question arises: what else happened between 1817 and 1819?
Not all that much, really.
President James Monroe had been elected by an overwhelming margin in 1816. The Federalist party was in ir-
retrievable decline due to its disastrous opposition to the War of 1812 at the Hartford Convention of 1814-15. It 
all but conceded the 1816 election, a year otherwise not fondly remembered as “the year with no summer,” the 
climatic consequence of the monstrous 1815 volcanic eruption of Mount Tambora in Indonesia.
James Monroe wanted to end the role of political parties. Instead he aimed to govern by national consensus, 
building on the spirit of unity emerging after the War of 1812. In this he largely succeeded through his eight 
years in office. Just about everyone was a Democratic-Republican, as Monroe’s party was called, including over 
80 percent of the Senators and Representatives elected in 1818. In Columbia County the Federalists managed to 
retain significant power into the 1820s led by famed lawyer Elisha Williams, who had started his legal career in 
Spencertown in 1793. 
Monroe undertook a national tour in 1817 to forward his national unity platform. So warm was his welcome in 
Boston, until then a Federalist stronghold, that a local journalist coined the phrase “the era of good feelings” to 
capture the optimistic mood of the occasion. Throughout his tenure Monroe studiously avoided advancing con-
troversial proposals. For example, he refused to support a scheme to build a wall along the Canadian border . So 
complete was Monroe’s success that he was unopposed for reelection in 1820, the only such instance in Ameri-
can history.  
A few noteworthy events did occur in 1818. Illinois was admitted to the union as the 21st state. Andrew Jackson 
defeated the Seminole Indians in Florida. Frankenstein was published. Silent Night had its first performance. 
Karl Marx was born. Abigail Adams and Paul Revere died. The Bank of the United States had the bright idea of 
demanding payment of all loan balances due it, thereby triggering the Panic of 1819.
But the highlight was the creation of Austerlitz, hailed by President Monroe as “a shining town in the hills.” 
The new town reached a population of 2,355 by the 1820, from which congested state it steadily rusticated until 
reaching a population low of 626 in 1940. But that is another story.

1818: Austerlitz and What Else?*

? DID YOU KNOW ?

The township of Austerlitz includes the hamlets of both Spencertown and Austerlitz.



Page 4Volume 30, Issue 1

The Horse Drawn Sleigh

Years ago, farmers and others in the Town of Austerlitz were using horses and sleighs to travel over the 
primitive dirt roads during the cold and snowy winters. Even though there were cars and trucks and some snow-
plows, there were often drifts and ice that couldn’t be cleared like it is today. My mother said they often had to 
travel by horse and sleigh. This could mean going into fields or over low stonewalls along the road. When I was 
a few years old I remember we still had stone wall fences like this with American chestnut split rails crisscrossed 
on top to add some height. There were openings so you could leave a road and go back on again to avoid 
obstacles. We had a single horse light weight cutter sleigh which is shown in the photo, and heavier sleighs that 
could be drawn by a team of horses for hauling firewood or cakes of ice from local ponds to fill the ice house. 
These ice cakes would last through the warm weather and were used for refrigeration, placed in a home’s ice box. 
Electricity came fairly late to our area so ice use continued into the 1940’s. Besides the working sleighs there was 
a nice sleigh drawn by a team of horses that had two seats for family winter travel to church. Horse blankets were 
carried to keep the team warm while church was in session. A sleigh might have soap stones which were heated 
on a stove and placed in the sleigh to provide warmth for passengers. Carriage blankets went over 
passenger laps for added warmth. When I was young we had one made of a buffalo hide backed with wool, and 
a very heavy fancy one that belonged to my great-grandfather Benjamin Peterson. I still have this one with his 
initials on it. We used to think it was a white polar bear skin with a wool lining. I had it evaluated by a furrier/
cleaner and they thought it was possibly long haired goat skins pieced together. In any case it is very heavy and 
warm. My mother’s family had brightly colored plaid, thick wool carriage blankets. We didn’t have heat upstairs 
in our 1755 farm house so it was a good warm blanket to use on a cold bed. The photo pictured was taken by 
my father (Donald Kern) of my mother (then Marion L. Wambach) in the cutter drawn by his horse Dan. My 
mother said they drove around for a long time that day until my father finally got up enough nerve to propose!

Horse Dan and Marion Wanbach 1943

Winter Memories 
Nancy Jane Kern

Ice harvesting using a heavier sleigh
(Not a local picture)
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THE VIEW FROM OLD AUSTERLITZ
Anne Cipkowski, Director

The view from my window  overlooking the grounds is beautiful. The snow glitters and the icicles hang from the 
roof. This is winter- a time for slowing down, regrouping  and preparing for the tasks to be taken up in the new 
year. How can we improve our festivals? How can we expand our programming, making our site more accessable 
to the community? These are question to ponder.

 TO OUR MEMBERS AND ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE GIVEN COUNTLESS HOURS AS A VOLUNTEER,
you can continue to help us by giving us your thoughts and ideas. Do you have an idea for a future program? 
Maybe you have a skill and would like to teach a class but need a venue . Would you like to help expand an 
already existing program such as the children’s activity center at the Blueberry Festival, or show off your artistic 
talent by designing posters for upcoming events? Just a few ideas - the possibilities are many.  
Please, don’t hesitate to call. I’d love to hear from you. You may reach me at 518-392-0062.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year- Anne Cipkowski

                                              June 9th, 2018

Please join us to celebrate the 200th year of the Township of Austerlitz 
Since February 2017, the planning committee consisting of Jere Wrightsman-chair, Rob Lagonia, Michelle 
Lagonia, Thomas Moreland, Olga Moreland ,Nancy Jane Kern, Denise Dunne, Nanci Friedman, Dave Savage, 
Richard Madonia, Nick Van Alstine, Barbara Smith, Elaine Van Alstyne and Scott Mesick have been working 
together in planning for the celebration of this milestone.

 St. Peter’s will initiate the event with the ringing of the bells followed by the dedication of the new town hall. 
During the dedication family members who’s forbearers were residing here in 1818 will be recognized as well as 
those over the age of 90. A parade consisting of floats, a marching band, old cars, farm equipment, unicyclists and 
other performers will  delight the young and old.  The afternoon will be filled with events and exhibits at both the 
Spencertown Academy and St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church. Food and music will be available at the town park. 
Festivities are expected to end Saturday at 4:00 pm.
Since this event is still in the planning stage there is plenty of time for you to get involved. 
Call Jere Wrightsman @ 518-392 5736 with any questions.

Bicentennial Celebration
Jere Wrightsman
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MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:

 Individual  $15 ☐
 Family/Household $25 ☐
 Contributing/Business $50 ☐
 Supporting  $100 ☐
 Sustaining  $250 ☐
 Additional Donation ____ ☐

Please check the level you prefer, and
mail this form, along with check or 

money order payable to:

Austerlitz Historical Society
P.O. Box 144, Austerlitz, NY 12017

Name(s)______________________________

_____________________________________

Mailing address________________________

_____________________________________

City_________________________________ 

State ________ Zip Code_________________

Email________________________________

Phone________________________________

The Austerlitz Historical Society is a  
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization.
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Michael & Megan Adams
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Wendy & Greg Diskin
Philip Palladino
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John and Mary Grayzel
Nancy Jane Kern & Ellen Scott
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Dorothy Hover
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Suzanne Soltess
Supporting
Roy & Karen Carney Jr.
Vieve Gay
Marilyn & Larry Greitzer
Sally Laing
James & Leah Lieber
Mimi Lieber
Donna & John Peterson
Madaline Sparks & Wayne Greene
Sustaining
Judith J. Choate
Ben & Suzanne Cutler
Thomas & Olga Moreland
Michael Rebic & Jeff Harris

Volume 30 , Issue 1

JOIN AHS NOW!

This list reflects renewals and new memberships
received since the Summer 2017 Newsletter

through November 6, 2017.
This is not a full membership list.

Membership Update as of November 6, 2017
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Low-fee and no-fee educational workshops and 
presentations are subsidized by the
Phyllis O’Shea Palladino Fund for 
Educational Programs

Donations made to the Society in honor of Phyllis 
Palladino will be directed to the Fund, enabling the 
Austerlitz Historical Society to provide creative, 
educational workshops and presentations for our 
community at little or no cost.  The Society welcomes 
any financial gift, but most especially those that help 
further its goal of engaging children and families in the 
history and culture of Austerlitz.  Checks may be mailed 
to AHS or donations may be made on our website:
www.oldausterlitz.org.

     
Future Newsletters

We continue to work on sending out our newsletters via e-mail 
to everyone who has indicated this as their preferred method 
of delivery. Until this process is completed, newsletters will 
continue to be sent via USPS.

For anyone who may have missed the article in the 
Fall newsletter:

We are making these changes for a number of reasons. At this 
time the cost of producing a newsletter and mailing it out is costly, 
over $1.90 for each newsletter mailed out. In an effort to cut costs 
and help the environment we will be asking our members if they 
would agree to receive their newsletter via e-mail. These requests 
will come with the membership renewal form.

Please understand that we will NOT stop mailing newsletters 
to any of our members who do not have a computer. Even if 
you choose to continue to receive your letter by mail, please 
let us know if you have an e-mail address. There are times that 
important information needs to get out to our members, usually 
concerning changes in events. This communication can be easily 
handled using an e-mail blast. For all of you who may not have 
a computer, please ask another member to let you know 
about any program changes.


